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THE BROKEN ROAD.

with snow upon the ground there would be only the most
treacherous footing. From the lower end of the summit
plain one may see far below, at the foot of the sharply de-
scending mountain side, the Tillage of La Thuile (ancient

Artolica), in a small
but fertile valley,
where the Baltea,
from the glacier of
Mt. Ruitor, on the
right, joins the Do-
ria, and makes a
stream of goodly vol-
ume, which rushes
down at a sharp in-
cline in a torrent of
great power. Just
below this valley, the
Doria-Baltea, as it is
now called, enters a
ravine where it has
cut its bed deep into .
the solid rock for a
distance of some miles. On the right, the rocks rise from
the river-bank perpendicularly to a height of many hundred
feet to the mountain side behind. On the left, the hills are
slightly farther back and equally high, but they are of a very
friable sort of schist, the detritus of which has slid down from
time to time, and formed, for a height of over one thousand
feet, a mountain slope of sharp descent. On this left bank,
as you enter the gorge, is a place where for "just about three
hundred yards the slides are at the worst; and the old road
used to be so constantly covered by avalanches and landslides
as to be eventually abandoned for the right bank, where it has
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The Break in the Koad (section).hor. The old last century road down from
